PLEAS Task Force meeting 15 March 2006

Definitions – member comments

Information only

1. Members contributions on definitions

Following the discussion at the meeting on 30 January, I circulated Dan Mace’s revised definitions to members. Subsequently, suggestions for revisions to the definitions were sent to me by Steve Booker, Martin Jones and Martin Partington. Dan Mace also made the point that members were concerned to keep the notion of ‘advice’ in the text.

For the website Hazel preferred Martin Jones’ revised definition, for reasons of simplicity and the completeness of the first paragraph. Dan was content with either. However, other more detailed bullet points will be used for other contexts.

1.1 From Steve Booker 

1. I suggest a return to the first drafting with the addition of 'knowledge'. 

2.  Add 'effectively' at the end of the final bullet. So…

"Public legal education is part of an effective legal system which helps people gain the knowledge, skills and confidence to:

· recognise that they have a legal right or responsibility, in order to exercise or assume it; 

· recognise when a problem or conflict is a legal one, when a legal solution is available and where to get help in finding out about it ; and

· guide themselves, with professional help where appropriate, through a process that they understand and can participate in effectively.”

1.2 From Martin Partington

Suggested acronym:  PLEAS  - public legal education advice and support –

Strap line for PLEAS work:  “helping people to make law work for them and for others”

Definition

“Public legal education is part of an effective legal system which is designed to provide the knowledge and information to help people gain the skills and confidence to:

· deal with or seek advice about their problems and disputes;

· enable them to understand that they may have legal rights which they can exercise or legal responsibilities which they must assume;

· when a problem or dispute is a legal one, enable them to know what solutions may be available and where to get help finding out about them; 

· make the right choices, with advice when necessary, on how to deal with the issue; and

· where possible, guide themselves, with appropriate help, through a process that they understand and can participate in.”

1.3 From Martin Jones

Definition

'Public legal education provides the awareness, knowledge and understanding of rights and legal issues together with the confidence and skills needed to deal with disputes and gain access to justice.'

PLE objectives

To ensure that people:

· are aware of their legal rights and responsibilities and can recognise where the law can provide a remedy;

· understand key legal issues and processes ; 

· have the confidence and skills deal with their problems; 

· and know where to go to get help.

2. PLEAS
Public Legal Education and Support is the name we have settled on, although that can be modified as long as it still fits the website name: www.pleas.org.uk. 

3. Strapline
No comments were received on this and it has not been used as yet.
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