PLES Task Force inaugural meeting 12 January 2006

Paper 1/05
Mark Sefton, a researcher at the DCA, was commissioned in December to undertake desk research on PLE, for the meeting on 30 January, to inform and assist Task Force discussions. This paper is research brief that Mark is working to. 

Initial scoping research brief

The Public Legal Education Strategy Task Force will meet over the next twelve months to develop and promote the case for a national strategy for public legal education. The strategy will have three elements: to increase citizens' awareness and understanding of their legal rights and responsibilities; to enable them to develop the knowledge and skills needed to deal effectively with their legal problems; and to make the case for the provision of information and education as an integral part of the work of advice and legal services.

PLE is a broad topic that will include a range of purposes and activities. At this stage the most useful approach to a ‘definition’ is provided in the joint paper produced by ASA, CF and LAG
 which is attached to this briefing, and which includes a range of examples as well as discussion of the parameters of PLE. The joint proposal offers a summary definition from the work of the National Consumer Council on consumer education:

‘Public legal education combines the supply of appropriate information  with the process of developing the attitudes, knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to make informed personal decisions in circumstances which are affected by our individual and collective legal rights and responsibilities.’

In order to identify and pursue the most important or relevant elements of PLE,  the Task Force will need to be briefed on how PLE is currently being put into practice, who by, and the thinking, policies, evaluations and research that may be informing and assessing current and recent PLE activities. 

The full scope of this desk research is likely to evolve as it progresses. However, our initial expectations are that the research will report on the following:

· Current broad thinking on PLE 

· The range of aims/goals for PLE  – for example educating, facilitating problem-solving, engaging the ‘citizen’, democratic values

· PLE in practice in different sectors – for example education, legal services, lifelong learning, community/neighbourhood regeneration 

· Relevant PLE developments in other jurisdictions

· Costs and how PLE is funded – cost scales, sources, sustainability

· Client ‘groups’ targeted by PLE – for example disadvantaged groups, young people

· Evidence of effectiveness – project evaluations, other research

The researcher will prepare a short report of around 10 sides of A4 for the second meeting of the Task Force, to be delivered in final form by 23 January 2006. The report will set out its finding using the headings listed above, together with any new issues or themes that have emerged. Close support will be provided by the Task Force Project Manager, John Seargeant.
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